
A Music House 
Listening guide 

 

Hello to everyone and may I say thank you all for bringing your students to the group 

lesson.  It was well attended.  We learned about recital etiquette for performers and for 

audience listeners.  We got to know each other better, practiced some rhythms, and 

sang our solfege.  Here is a link for your student to practice solfege on their own.  

Solfege is an important tool for ear training:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y7Q3wFmYmnU 

We also learned about the Classical Period in music history.  Our spotlight composer for 

this lesson was Franz Joseph Haydn.  We marched to his “Military” Symphony No 100, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G75SWgyFY6I 

and listened to the Andante movement of his Symphony No 94, nicknamed the 

“Surprise Symphony”.  Watch this clip with your student and find out what the surprise 

is!    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p_ftrysaMHU 

For student inspiration, here is a link to a very young boy playing “Allegro Scherzando 

by Haydn (allegro meaning brisk tempo and scherzando meaning light and playful)”.  

Very well done!  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1EYjIwURIAw 

Spring is here and the famous “Flower Duet” comes to mind.  Much classical music 

has been used in movies, TV and commercials etc.; the “Flower Duet” is just one of 

them.  It is from the Opera Lakme written by Leo Delibes (premiered in 1883) and is in 

French. In the opera Lakme, the daughter of a Brahmin high priest and her servant 

Millika have gone to the river to gather flowers and sing the “Flower Duet” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M9NK-EbUAao    

Here is a link for the English translation of the lyrics: 

http://lyricstranslate.com/en/le-duo-de-fleurs-flower-duet.html-0    

Also just FYI, here is a link with a plot synopsis. Lakme is a tragedy, so sharing the 

entire plot with your student is up to you:  http://evermore.com/azo/96season/l_syn.php3 

  

 

Listening to music is such an important part of helping your student’s musical ear to 

grow and helping him or her blossom into their best musical self.  In fact, listening to 

music together can be a wonderful experience for your entire family.  Enjoy!   
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